Lovisvite Mxprca, News: 


A WEEKLY JOURNAL “a bi AND. SURGERY. 


% a 








Vol. XVII. 5 PEBRUARY 23, 1884, No. 426. 


CONTENTS. 


ORIGINAL— _ f PAGE CORRESPONDENCE— P 
The Prevention of Opium Addiction. By J. B. Uterine sae & asa a Se: ni heirs aseer es Hem- 
Mattison, M.D.. 3 : orrhage.. bees one 
MISCELLANY— OBITUARY... panesseobhansenoenionengecoetpaiourpeatinanen 
The Seabe of a Country Practitioner in a Cold SELECTIONS— 
Regio batheccseSumbatoloasde * Lacerated Perineum 
The ow Medical 1 ‘Law of Vi Virginia.. Autogenetic Disease, ...........c....cessessesdesesees 
Early Rising... Doc covepescued: epbennee  Scarlatina and Diphtheria... 
Stammerin seen Woolen Underclothin cocceseet 
It wasn’t ° Petechial Eruption in — 
Poisoning by ) Carbolic Acid.. > Retained Secundines =" tad Labor 
A Medical . An Overdose of Chioral 
ena of Medical o Doegapenee A New Method for Finding the Bacillus Tubercui- 
A Hint . eqcteyeoecebnccees ee “ae 
Death in Lobelia.. sogusenenension gneee Propositions Concerning Leprosy... wassttes Sescecsee 
Medical Women in the Olden Time... — Forensic Relations of Katatomia...........-csssmssseceteceen, 12 
A Surgical Operation done —— Mesmerism. cine Ovaries and aeeepien — Reawee for Relief 
Maple Sugar.. eocssquessonsene a of Blindness........... peeaall 2 ondiee'c-<atiidiipine poten UE 
The Bacillus Tuberculosis... nedbeastcnshsiipdlapans Pulmonary Syphilis... 
EDITORIAL— Duquesnel’s Aconitia in Facial Neuralgiaj......« 
The Special pepremem ¢ ad Fa patna iste sh 210 Agaric i in B Hight) “secconeee le in Phthisis 
BIBLIOGRAPHY cocconecconsesn© Boils. 


























SUBSCRIBE FOR THE 


ARCHIVES OF. PEDIATRIGS. 


A MONTHLY JOURNAL DEVOTED TO THE DISEASES OF INFANTS AND CHILDREN, 


EDITED BY WILLIAM PERRY WATSON, A.M., M.D. 
Physician for Diseases of Children to the Central Dispensary and Assistant to Christ Hospital, Jersey City, N./. 


FEBRUARY. CONTENTS. 1884, 


I, ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. ConceniTaL Lipoma.—By A. JAcost, M;D,, Clinical 
Professor of Diseases of Children, College of Physicians and Surgeons, New York. 

Four Cases oF Nevus MATERNUS.—Related from the observation of Benjamin Parker, M.D. Pre- 
sented by W. THORNTON PARKER, M.D. 

II. CLINICAL LECTURES. INFANT FEEDING.—A Clinical Lecture delivered et seg M. 
Keatinc, M.D., Visiting Obstetrician to Philadelphia Hospital. Reported by W. A. Edwards. 

CONGENITAL CLuB-FooT.—Extracts from Clinical Lectures delivered by Epwarp Borck, A.M., M.D., 
Professor of Surgery, College for Medical Practitioners, etc., St. Louis, Mo. 

III. CLINICAL MEMORANDA. RETRO-ESOPHAGEAL ABSCEss; TRACHEOTOMY; DEATH FROM 
EXHAusTION.—By JoHN H. RiPLey, M.D., Profeiéor of Diseases of n, New York Polyclinic. 

PoISONING FROM CHLOROFORM TAKEN INTERNALLY.—By T. E. MCArptz, A.M., M.D., Assistant 
ot re Children’s Hospital, Washington, D.C. And eighteen pages of interesting and practical translations 
and abstracts. 

Beginning with the March issue, each number of the ARCHIVES OF PEDIATRICS will contain at least 
eighty pages of reading matter. Address all communications to 


$3.00 PER ANNUM, IN ADVANCE. ARCHIVES OF PEDIATRICS, 
SINGLE COPIES, 30 CENTS. eds sa 319 York Street, Jersey City, N. J. 


TERMS, $3.00 A YEARIN ADVANCE, GE PAID. ISSUED EVERY SATURDAY, 
. [Bifitered at the Post-office at Louisville, Ky., as second-class matter.] 




















LOUISVILLE MEDICAL NEWS ADVERTISER. 


—... 


FELLOWS’ HYPO-PHOS-PHITES. 


Contains THE ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS of the Animal Organization—Potash 
and Lime. The OXYDIZING AGENTS —lIron and Manganese. The TONICS— 
Quinine and Strychnine. And the VITALIZING CONSTITUENT—Phosphorus, 














combined in the form of a Syrup, with slight alkaline reaction. 





It Differs in Effect from All Others, being pleasant to taste, acceptable to the 
stomach, and harmless under prolonged use. 


It has Sustained a High Reputation in America and England for efficiency 
in the treatment of Pulmonary Tuberculosis, Chronic Bronchitis, and other affections 
of the respiratory organs, and is employed also in various nervous and debilitating dis- 
eases with success. 


Its Curative Properties are largely attributable to Stimulant, Tonic, and Nutri- 
tive qualities, whereby the various organic functions are recruited. 


In Cases where innervating constitutional treatment is applied, and tonic treatment 
is desirable, this preparation will be found to act with safety and satisfaction. 


Its Action is Prompt, stimulating the appetite and the digestion, it promotes assim- 
ilation, and enters directly into the circulation with the food products. 


The Prescribed dose produces a feeling of buoyancy, removing depression or 
melancholy, and hence is-of great value in the treatment of mental and nervous 
affections. 


From its exerting a double tonic effect and influencing a healthy fiow of the secretions, 
its use is indicated in a wide range of diseases. 


Each Bottle of Fellows’ Hypophosphites contains 128 Doses. 


Prepared by JAMES I. FELLOWS, Chemist, 


48 VESEY STREET, NEW YORK. 


irculars and samples sent to Physicians on application. 

s@SPECIAL TO PHYSICIANS.—ONE large bottle containing 15 oz. (which usually sells 
for $1.50) will be sent upon receipt of FIFTY CENTS with the application; this will be applied 
to the prepayment of expressage, and will afford an opportunity for a thorough test in Chronic cases of 
Debility and Nervousness. Express charges prepaid on all samples. For sale by all druggists. 














THE 


LouisvILLE MepicaLt News. 


“NEC TENUI PENNA.” 











SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 1884. 








Oviginal. 


THE PREVENTION OF OPIUM ADDIOTION, 


With Special Reference to the Value of Electricity 
in the Treatment of Neuralgic Headache. 


BY J. B. MATTISON, M. D. 


In a paper by the writer, on “The Respon- 
sibility of the Profession in the Production 
of Opium Addiction,” read before the Amer- 
ican Association for the Cure of Inebriates, 
it was asserted, in conclusion: ‘‘The pre- 
vention of disease ranks higher than its cure, 
and in the entire realm of prophylatic med- 
icine we know of few better opportunities 
for brilliant achievements than this.”’ 

Enlarged experience, devoted exclusively 
to the study and treatment of this disease, 
confirms that statement, and impresses us 
more and more with the belief that wisely- 
directed measures for the relief of painful 
disorders, which so often stand as factors 
in the etiology of opium addiction would, 
by a less lavish use of opiates, without doubt 
largely limit its extent. 

Of all genetic influences in the rise of this 
neurosis, neuralgia, in one or other of its 
protean forms, leads the list. Why this is, 
and for the reason that it so often ends in 
an opiate abuse, the reader is referred to the 
paper above noted, and ‘‘ The Impending 
Danger,” reprints of which may be had if 
desired. 

It is not our present purpose to discuss 
the general therapeutics of neuralgia. For 
this, we can do the reader no greater serv- 
ice than to refer him to a work that, so far 
as we know, has not an equal, and without 
which no physician can consider himself 
abreast the times in the management of this 
hydra-headed disorder. ‘The book to which 
we allude is “ Neuralgia and the Diseases 
that Resemble it,” by the lamented Anstie, 
of London, a volume which will long re- 
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main as a monument to the genius and study 
of its gifted author. No medical library is 
well equipped without it, and, at the mar- 
velously low price of one dime, for which it 
can now be purchased, no excuse exists for 
failure to secure it. 

Nor is this paper intendéd to present in 
detail the prophylaxis of opium addiction. 
We desire, the rather, to direct special at- 
tention to the value of electricity in the gal- 
vanic current for the relief of neuralgic 
headache. In a paper on “ Opium Addic- 
tion among Medical Men” (Medical Rec- 
ord, June 9, 1883), in reviewing its causes, 
this was asserted to be the most frequent. 
Any thing, therefore, bearing on this special 
point would seem to be pertinent to this pa- 
per, and if its reading prompts to a trial of 
what we commend, we shall be quite con- 
tent. Bartholow, in his “ Medical Electri- 
city,” says, “ There is no fact more certain 
than the power of galvanism to relieve 
pain ;” and Anstie, in the work cited, asserts, 
“The constant current, as I now estimate 
it, is a remedy for neuralgia unapproached 
in power by any other, save only blistering 
and hypodermic morphia, and even the lat- 
ter is often surpassed by it in permanence 
of effect; while it is also applicable in not 
a few cases where blistering would be use- 
less Or worse.” 

So far as our experience with neuralgic 
headache extends it is fully in accord with 
this opinion. We place galvanism in the 
fore-front of remedial measures. Its easy 
application, prompt effect, and entire free- 
dom from the unpleasant sequel so often 
attending hypodermic morphia, its nearest 
rival, are the special points in its favor. It 
can not be called a specific—we have none ; 
but it approaches it more closely than any 
thing we know of, and the cases which prove 
utterly unyielding to its proper use will, we 
think, be found to be few. Nor can it al- 
ways be called curative, in the sense that it 
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alone suffices to arrest an attack and pre- 
vent its recurrence. Such cases sometimes 
occur—Anstie cites them—and they are 
elsewhere noted; but in most instances a 
general treatment devoted to a bettering of 
the impaired nerve status, central galvani- 
zation, cod-liver oil, arsenic, phosphorus, and 
other tonics will be found essential to com- 
plete the cure. 

But it is as an adorter, so to speak, of neu- 
ralgic headache, as an obviator of a resort to 
some form of opiate—which, in the ex-had- 
itué, is of paramount importance—that it 
proves a most precious resource and attests 
its claim to greatest value. The battery we 
employ is the “ Bartlett,” made by the Gal- 
vano-Faradic Company, New York. It is 
simple, easily managed, and does its work 
well. Our manner of using it is to apply 
the positive pole to the nape of the neck 
and the negative pole over the seat of pain. 
Experience, however, proves this plan, or 
the electrodes reversed, a point of no great 
importance. Bartholow says, “in practice 
the direction of the current seems of little 
moment, pain being relieved in what direc- 
tion soever the current is passing.” Buz- 
' zard, Reynolds, and others agree with this, 

and Anstie asserts, “it is, however, very 
doubtful to me whether, in the majority of 
cases, the direction of the current makes any 
considerable difference in its effects, pro- 
vided only that the stream is fairly directed 
and care is taken to apply it with sufficient 
persistence and with not too great intensity.” 
We suggest, however, that where the meth- 
od stated-does not relieve, a trial be made 
with the poles reversed. If. the pain be 
fixed, the cathode should be kept on the 
painful point—stabile application ; but if, as 
sometimes occurs, after having been applied 
a few minutes it subsides to re-appear in a 
near locality, the electrode can be moved 
over the surface to the new site, rather than 
abruptly withdrawn and re-applied. The 
sponges should be well wet with warm water, 
to which salt may be added if required. 
The strength of current is of prime impor- 
tance. It should never be painful, merely 
sufficient to produce a little tingling or, if 
long-applied, slight burning and redness 
under the stronger pole. This effect we 
have secured with three to six cells of the 
“Bartlett,” any thing more powerful may 
cause an instant and intense increase of 
pain, or a sudden vertigo that both annoys 
and alarms, to say nothing of more serious 
effect on the brain. The duration of the 
‘current varies. Opinions differ regarding it. 
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Anstie and Eulenberg agree in saying that 
‘*at the utmost fifteen minutes is almost the 
range of time.” We have usually found 
that within this period there is partial or 
entire subsidence of pain, but we never 
hesitate to continue the current longer if 
required until the relief is complete, or so 
decided as to no longer demand it. One 
case is recalled where the attack had persisted 
four days. A four-cell current was applied 
for fifteen minutes without effect, one cell 
added caused an instant and intense increase 
of pain, with flashings of light, warning us 
that the current was too strong. The orig- 
inal strength was resumed, and fifteen min- 
utes further application gave entire relief. 
Another instance showed decrease of pain in 
ten minutes, but a full half hour passed 
before complete success. 

Two cases, among others, give clinical 
proof. Mr. A. had for more than a decade 
been the victim of neuralgic headache. 
Various remedies were made use of with 
more or less relief, and at last resort was 
had to hypodermic morphia. This con- 
trolled the pain, but, as so often occurs, it 
in time created a demand for continued tak- 
ing, and after some years’ addiction he came 
under our care. It was during this time that 
we noted the effect of the galvanic current, 
which in more than one instance was made 
use of, and invariably with good result. 
Applied in the manner we have described, 
it never failed within fifteen minutes to 
afford the desired relief. Patient declared 
it to be “the remedy for which he had fifteen 
years been searching,” and so firm was his 
faith in its value that, after his return home, 
we ordered a “ Bartlett” sent him, which he 
has since used with good effect. Later his 
physician wrote us: “Last night we had 
our first encounter with the neuralgic head- 
ache, and we conquered. He sent for me, 
and had been suffering then three hours; 
was nearly wild with pain. I applied the 
galvanic current fifteen minutes, when he 
slept half an hour. Awoke with some pain. 
Another quarter hour of galvanism dispelled 
it, and he slept till morning. I am quite 
elated with the effects of the battery in his 
case.” 

This is a patient for whom general robor- 
ant treatment, may be for quite a time, will 
be essential to overcome the tendency to 
his neuralgic outbreaks; but, in the mean- 
time, the galvanic current proves itself of 
signal service to arrest the attacks, the very 
recurrence of which, by the nervous ex- 
haustion they induce, tend to continue the 
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disease, and are most likely to be the strong- 
est factor in the danger of relapse. 

Mr. B. became an haditué from the use 
of morphia hypodermically to relieve rheu- 
matic pain. He applied to us for treat- 
ment, recovered, and is now abroad. Dur- 
ing his convalescence he was seized with an 
attack of headache which increased to an 
intense degree. The man was almost be- 
side himself, quite dazed with the pain, 
which was of the clavus-like order. With a 
five-cell current the electrodes were applied 
as advised. In ten minutes relief began 
and the pain shifted its site. Following it 
up the current was continued twenty min- 
utes longer, when success was complete. 
The attack did not recur. We never saw 
amore striking instance of galvanic good. 

Should this paper induce any to make 
trial of the constant current, we shall deem 
ita special courtesy if they will kindly re- 
port us results. 

BROOKLYN, N. Y. 





Miscellany, 


Tue TRIALS OF A COUNTRY PRACTITIONER 
In A CoLtp ReGion.—Dr. T. J. Hutton, of 
Fergus Falls, Minn., writes, in the Medical 
Record: “ Your postal received. In reply, 
I have consulted many to-day as to the 
temperature on the night of January 17, 
1883. All agree that it must have been 
somewhat lower still than —60° on that 
night, for at ten o’clock in the forenoon of 
the 18th the spirit thermometers, which in- 
dicate but —52°, were still congealed. On 
the night of the 4th inst. it must have run 
equally low, for at eleven A.M. it recorded 
—44°. My dear doctor, we are accustomed 
to such ‘airs,’ but as it seems to have for 
you an element of novelty, I inclose you 
an old photograph of myself about to go on 
one of these country calls. And if we met, 
and you had an hour or two of leisure, I 
could treat you to many queer experiences 
on such calls—especially such midnight 
calls. How many times I have resorted to 
natural language—no interpreter within 
twenty miles! How often I have slept in a 
sour, greasy, buggy-bed! How often the 
rooster, crowing—perched on the foot of the 
bed—has awoke me in the morning! How 
often missed meals, so filthy the houses— 
hotels twenty miles distant! How often 
so benumbed in long midnight midwinter 
rides that I could not even get out my 


pocket-flask, so stiff my hands and fingers! 
How often lost by night on the prairie—in 
winter, too—whew ! it makes my own blood 
curdle even now—for I will no more out 
winter nights—getting lost by day is bad 
enough in winter. My last ‘lost’ was last 
Friday, returning twenty miles from a diph- 
theria call. The road taken made the return 
trip over thirty miles. Sat five hours and 
thirty-five minutes in the cutter, tempera- 
ture 30° below—but that was mild! Truly 
‘««¢Who never ate his bread in sorrow, 
Who never spent the midnight hours 
Weeping and watching for the morrow— 
He knows not you, ye unseen powers.’ ”’ 


THe New Mepicav Law oF ViIRGINIA.— 
An act for regulating the practice of med- 
icine in the State of Virginia has very re- 
cently passed both branches of the legisla- 
ture, received the approval of the Governor, 
and therefore become a law. A letter from 
one of the most eminent members of the 
profession in that State gives the more im- 
portant features of the act as follows: 

“ Let it now suffice to state that itrequires 
all applicants, including graduates of any 
and every medical school, to undergo an 
examination before a Licensing Board, which 
shall consist of men learned in medicine and 
surgery, and shall be appointed by the Gov- 
ernor from a list of names to be recom- 
mended by the Medical Society of Virginia. 
This Society is composed of the best ele- 
ments of the profession in our State, zealous 
for the best interests of the profession, and 
completely independent of the medical 
schools in the State, whose graduates will 
be required to undergo the same examina- 
tion as other applicants. This system has 
worked wellin Alabama, where most of the 
rejected applicants have been graduates of 
legally established medical schools. I have 
always thought that whatever might be the 
influence of the example of a few excep- 
tional schools, there could be no general 
reform until there was an entire divorce of 
the schools and the licensing authorities.” 

We congratulate our Virginia brethren on 
having a law for regulating the practice of 
medicine that does not nullify itself by rec- 
ognizing a diploma from every institution 
called a medical college as sufficient evidence 
of fitness on the part of its possessor to 
practice medicine.—/ournal American Medi- 
cal Association. ; 


Ear.y Ristnc.—The proper time to rise 
is when sleep, properly so-called, ends. 
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Dozing is not admissible from any reasonable 
or health point of view. (The Lancet.) 
The brain falls into the state we call sleep, 
and the other organs of the body follow it. 
True sleep is the aggregate of sleeps. In 
other words, sleep, which must be a natural 
function, that is, physiological instead of 
pathological or induced by disease or drugs, 
is a state which consists in the sleeping or 
rest of all the several parts of the organism. 
Sometimes one and at other times another 
part of the body as a whole may be the 
the least fatigued and so the first to awake, 
or the most exhausted, and therefore the 
most difficult to arouse. The secret of good 
sleep is—the physiological conditions of vest 
being established—to so work and weary 
the several parts of the organism as to give 
them a proportionally equal need of rest at 
the same moment. The cerebrum or mind- 
organ, the sense organs, the muscular sys- 
tem, and the viscera should all be ready to 
sleep together, and, so far as may be possi- 
ble, they should be equally tired. ‘To wake 
early and feel ready to rise, this fair and 
equal start of the sleepers should be secured ; 
and the wise self-manager should not allow 
a drowsy feeling of the consciousness, or 
weary senses, or an exhausted muscular sys- 


tem, to beguile him into the folly of going 
to sleep again when once his consciousness 


has been aroused. After a very few days 
of self-discipline the man who resolves not 
to “ doze,” that is, to allow some still sleepy 
part of his body to keep him in bed after 
his brain has once awakened, will find him- 
self, without knowing how, an “ early riser.” 


STAMMERING.—An item is going the 
rounds of the secular press concerning the 
remarkable cure of a case of stammering. 
(Medical Bulletin.) The victim of this 
affection had always been a sufferer, and 
until he read a selection from Dr. Dio 
Lewis, in the Public Ledger of this city, he 
had been led to believe that there was no 
cure, and that if others grinned he must 
bear it. According to the instructions of 
the Doctor, he began by beating time with 
his fingers or toes, or whatever was most 
convenient, so that some particular move- 
ment was made with the enunciation of each 
syllable which he attempted to utter, and 
he was shortly rewarded by a marked im- 
provement. Just about this time he at- 
tended church —the record does not say 
that this was the first time—but while lis- 
tening to the outbursts of eloquence from a 
distinguished clergyman, he was greatly im- 
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pressed with the idea that he had discovered 
a cue which was even more valuable than 
the one he had obtained from Dio Lewis. 
On putting his theory into practice it was 
found that his prognostications were cor- 
rect, and now he talks with the volubility of 
an auctioneer. The secret he intends to 
keep, but he has agreed to instruct a few 
of his fellow-sufferers, and the main body of 
the great army of stammerers will come to 
a halt in the hope that he may be prevailed 
upon to attend church again. 

It should not be allowed to go without 
contradiction, this idea that stammering is 
an incurable malady, as many cases can 
be greatly benefited, if not cured entirely, 
by faithful attention to certain principles, 
some of which may be mentioned. It is 
well known that, no matter how much of an 
impediment there may be in one’s speech 
when he attempts to talk, when he essays 
a song there is not the least difficulty. The 
points to be observed here are that singing 
requires the keeping of time, and besides 
the sounds are run together. Close ob- 
servers have not failed to notice the com- 
paratively small number of Germans who 
are afflicted in this way, and the reason for 
this condition will be readily understood 
when it is recollected that the German is 
one of the most perfect specimens of an 
agglutinative language which we possess. 
There is about it a peculiar softness and 
euphonious melody which is in striking 
contrast with the loud sonorous sounds of 
the Italian language. If these unfortunate 
subjects can be induced to take an interest 
in the measures which will be apparent 
from these suggestions, and will practice by 
repeating couplets or stanzas which are 
suitable, the advantages to be derived from 
it will soon be evident, but it requires 
patience and perseverance. 


Ir wasn’t He.—A medical examination 
of John Coulter, who died recently at the 
Royal Hospital, Belfast, disclosed the re- 
markable fact that the deceased 
woman. John, or Johanna, as perhaps she 
ought now to be called, was fifty years old 
at the time of her death. She had for 
twelve years been employed as a laborer at’ 
Belfast Harbor. ‘Thirty-five years ago she 
worked as a male servant on a farm, near 
Dungannon, where she made love to and 
married the farmer’s daughter, to whom she 
was a faithful husband for twenty-nine years. 
At the end of this time the husband fell 
into dissipation and the parties separated by 
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mutual agreement. The wife, it would seem, 
had never lost interest in her erring mate, 
as she promptly appeared at the inquest, 
and demanded the body of her “lord” 
for burial. It is stated that the deceased 
showed no sign of having ever borne chil- 
dren. If the so-called wife, in this erratic 
pair, is not more than she seems to be, this 
may be regarded as the most remarkable 
instance of Lesbian love which has come to 
light in these degenerate days. 


PoIsONING BY CaRBOLIc AcID.—In com- 
menting upon a case of recovery after 
internal administration of four drams of 
“thirty per cent crude carbolic acid,” a cor- 
respondent of the Lancet says: We are of 
opinion that the absence of fatal results 
must be chiefly attributed to the fact that 
the thirty per cent carbolic acid was in com- 
bination with tar oils, and thus rendered 
incapable of being absorbed by the tissues 
or assimilated in the stomach. From a 
similar cause or reason the so-called “ thirty- 
per-cent carbolic acids” are found practi- 
cally inert as disinfecting agents. We had 
an analogous case reported to us last Au- 
gust, and examined the article administered, 
which we found to consist largely of tar oils. 


THE lectures delivered by Mr. Jonathan 
Hutchinson two years ago at the Royal Col- 
lege of Surgeons, on ‘‘ Temperament and 
Idiosyncrasy,” have just been published in 
a collected form under the title, ‘‘ The Ped- 
igree of Disease.” In a prefatory note, 
Mr. Hutchinson explains that the present 
issue is a reprint of the lectures as they 
appeared “in one of the medical journals.” 
For the information of those who may wish 
to know the fact, we may add that the name 
of the journal referred to is the Afedical 
Press and Circular. 


Dr. G. A. Porpow (Medical Times and 
Gazette), one of the assistant physicians of 
Prince Peter von Oldenburg’s Children’s 
Hospital, St. Petersburg, while engaged in 
examining the throat of a bad case of diph- 
theria, received on his lips and face some of 
the secretions from the child’s mouth. In 
spite of the most careful cleansing, he was 
seized next day with shivering and the first 
symptoms of an attack of diphtheria, which 
within five days proved fatal. 


Lawson Tait recommends the radical 
cure of all kinds of hernia by abdominal 
section. After reducing the hernia he pares 


the edges of the hernial opening and sews 
it up, thus producing a radical cure. He 
thinks the future of this operation is cer- 
tain. The cases he operates upon are those 
having ovarian disease, but he thinks that 
the same procedure is fitting for uncompli- 
cated cases of hernia.— Detroit Lancet. 


A MeEpIcaL VETERAN.—One of the old- 
est general practitioners in England, Mr. 
Evershed, of Billingshurst, Sussex, died re- 
cently at the age of ninety-two. He began 
practice in 1813, and followed this vocation 
for fifty years. ‘“ He was a great lover of 
nature, a capital horseman and an enthusi- 
astic fox hunter, riding to hounds usually 
once or twice a week, and riding well for- 
ward up to his eighty-second year.” 


INDORSEMENTS OF MEDICAL PREPARA- 
tions. —The St. Louis, Mo., Society has 
adopted the following resolution: “ That it 
is a violation of the code of ethics to in- 
dorse publicly preparations of any kind, 
at least, in the usual fashion, to permit the 
names of the indorser to accompany the 
advertisement of the remedies, whether 
they be nostrums or not, of known or un- 
known ingredients.” 


A Hint.—Dr. Clevenger, of this city, sug- 
gests, as a ready means of ascertaining the 
existence and location of small abrasions, 
needing a touch of the caustic before hold- 
ing a post-mortem examination, the holding 
of the hands over strong aqua ammonia for 
a moment, when the smarting will quickly 
reveal all the sensitive or abraded places, 
however minute.—/ournal American Medical 
Association. 


THE Second Annual Meeting of the 
Alumni Society of the Medical Department 
of the University of Louisville, will be held 
in the College Building, corner of Eighth 
and Chestnut Sts., Louisville, Ky., on Wed- 
nesday, February 27, 1884, at 7:30 P. M. 

The alumni address will be part of the 
commencement exercises of the University, 
and will be delivered by H. K. Pusey, 
M. D. (Class of 1848-9), at Opera House, 
on Thursday, February 28, at 2:30 P. M. 

CoLeMAM Rocers, M. D., 
President. 
E. P. Eastey, M.D., 


Secretary. 
F. C. LeBer, M.D., 
P. B. Scott, M. D., 
H. M. Pusey, M.D., 
Committee of Arrangements. 
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DeaTH IN LopettaA.—On Saturday last 
(Medical Times, Jan. 26th), William Wallis, 
herbalist, was committed for trial on a charge 
of manslaughter, by administering lobelia as 
a medicine for a chest complaint. More 
than twenty years -ago another herbal- 
ist, by the same insane method of treat- 
ment, all but succeeded in cutting off 
twenty years of a life which England 
could ill have spared. In his delight- 
ful biography of the late Professor Pal- 
mer, Mr. Besant tells us that, when Palmer 
was a young man of nineteen, he was seized 
with symptoms of consumption, and his case 
was declared hopeless. Given over by the 
faculty, he was persuaded to follow the 
treatment recommended by a Cambridge 
herbalist, which consisted in taking a single 
very strong dose of lobelia. The result was 
that he “ was first seized with a violent at- 
tack of vomiting, then a cold chill laid hold 
of his feet and slowly mounted upward; it 
froze his limbs, which he could no longer 
move, and struck his heart, which ceased to 
beat (?), and his throat, which ceased to 
breathe. They had sent for a doctor by this 
time. ‘I felt myself,’ he said, describing 
this experience, ‘I felt myself dying; I 
was being killed by this dreadful cold spread- 
ing all over me. I was quite certain that 
my last moments had arrived. . . I saw the 
doctor feeling a pulseless wrist, watch in 
hand; the cold dews of death were on my 
forehead; the cold hand of death was on 
my limbs. Up to my lips, but no higher, I 
thought I was actually dead, and could see 
and hear, byt not speak, not even when the 
doctor let my hand fall upon the pillow, and 
said solemnly, ‘ He is gone!’” He recov- 
ered, however, not only from the poison, 
but from the disease, and to the end of his 
life the “ lobelia cure” had in him a firm be- 
liever. Professor Palmer is admitted by all 
who knew him to have been of a highly nerv- 
ous temperament, and it would be difficult 
to say how much of his apparent death was 
due to lobelia and how much to ‘‘ nerves.” 


A CORRESPONDENT of the Medical Times 
and Gazette, in commenting upon some of 
the dangers to humanity growing out of 
specialism in medicine, says: “The body is 
not a mechanical thing, like a gun, in which 
the stock-maker, the lock-maker, and the 


barrel-maker can work absolutely irrespec- | 


tive of the others, but is a complex cosmos, 
with its component parts and forces so cor- 
related as to necessitate a broad view being 
taken of even an apparently localized disor- 


der.” This definition is almost up to the 
standard of that given by some recent phys- 
iologist, who would have us to believe that 
the body is a complexity of specialized tis- 
sues, whose highly differentiated protoplasm 
is nourished and made subservient to the 
automatism of the central ganglia through 
the medium of certain afferent, efferent, and 
anastomatic co-ordinating bands. 


MEDICAL WOMEN IN THE OLDEN TIME.— 
It is not only at the present time that the 
Hippocratic art numbers its disciples among 
the female sex, for the ancien regime was 
quite familiar with the professional equality 
which the press of our day chronicles as a 
novelty. For example, we have only to con- 
sult the Calendrier Historique dela ville de Lyon 
for 1735, to find at the end a list of forty- 
three maitres chirurgicus, and, preceding 
that of the apothecaries, a list of thirteen 
widows of surgeons. It would appear that 
at that period it was admitted that profes- 
sional knowledge could be transmitted by 
cohabitation, inasmuch as these widows 
had the right to practice after the death of 
their husbands.—Zyon Medical. 


A SURGICAL OPERATION DONE UNDER 
MESMERISM.— At a meeting of the New 
York Anthropological Society, held February 
6th, the subject of mesmerism was discuss- 
ed, and Dr. Jarvis (Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal) related a case in which he 
had successfully employed it as a means 
for producing anesthesia while he perform- 
ed a difficult and painful operation upon the 
subject. 


“MapLe Sucar.”—It is said that the 
flavor of maple syrup may be communi- 
cated to cane or glucose syrup by tincture 
guaiacum deprived of its resin by precipita- 
tion by water. A great deal of the maple 
sugar and syrup now sold is said to be 
nearly pure glucose prepared in this way. 
—American Drugegist. 


THE BaciLLus TuBERCULOsIS.—For the 
development of this parasite some disease 
or defect in the pulmonary tissue is neces- 
sary. The bacillus tuberculosis can not 
establish itself in healthy lung tissue.— British 
Medical Journal. 


THE great Virchow does not believe in 
the modern doctrines of tuberculosis. He 
does not think that the bacillus has any 
causal relation to the disease.— Zancet. 
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THE SPECIAL TREATMENT OF MALIG- 
NANT DISEASE. 


The first annual report of the New York 
Skin and Cancer Hospital is before us. 
This truly philanthropic institution has been 
in operation since 1882, and though never 
before tried in this country, the experiment, 
as shown by the report, has proved a real 
success. It would seem, from the statistics 
of cancer in New York City, as quoted in 
the report, that malignant disease is on the 
increase. In 1869 there were from this 
cause three hundred and four deaths; in 
1879, five hundred and seventy-two; in 1880, 
six hundred and fifty-nine (cancer causing 
during that year more deaths than scarlet 
fever); in 1881, seven hundred and seven, 
and in 1882, seven hundred and thirty-one. 
‘During these fourteen years, six thousand 
eight hundred and forty-three persons died 
of cancer in New York City.” 

The above is startling, and calls loud- 
ly for the establishment of institutions 
in which sufferers from this terrible dis- 
ease may receive all the good obtainable 
through scientific treatment and special 
nursing. 

The report says that cancer patients are 
not welcome at general hospitals; and we 
doubt not that when admitted to such insti- 
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tutions they often miss the special treatment 
and management whijch should reduce to 
the minimum their sufferings during the 
course of a long, painful, and too often 
hopeless illness. 

Another advantage of cancer hospitals 
and infirmaries would be their influence in 
keeping people thus afflicted from falling 
into the hands of quacks. It is seldom 
that the family physician, or consulting sur- 
geon, is possessed of an influence which is 
strong enough, when the “ prognosis of de- 
spair’”’ is made, to save his patient from 
falling under the talons of these harpies, 
who, after submitting the sufferer to cruel 
treatment, and fobbing all the money in 
sight, send him home to die, with the state - 
ment that he could have been cured if he 
had only called in time. In view of this 
lamentable state of things, it is not too 
much to hope that a well-ordered institu- 
tion, with a staff of able surgeons, trained 
nurses, and a corps of well-instructed and 
philanthropic visitors, might do much to 
check this eagerness to catch at straws, 
which, in these desperate sufferers, not 
only results in an aggravation of misery, but 
stands as an opprobrium to legitimate med - 
icine. 

Another advantage which the cancer 
hospital presents is, that it would relieve 
many physicians of a most trying respon- 
sibility. For it is probable that not a few 
doctors, who now undertake the treatment 
of malignant disease from a sense of 
duty, would gladly turn their cases over to 
the care of ‘some trustworthy institution of 
this kind. 

Lastly, it is not unreasonable to hope 
that, in the systematic study and manage- 
ment of cancer in hospitals set apart 
for the purpose, many questions now 
obscure in regard to the nature and 
etiology of malignant neoplasms may be 
made clear; and that means of treatment 
may be devised which, if they do not 
result in permanent cure, may render less 
fatal these inveterate destroyers of human 
life. 
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On a New Mode of Operation in Fistula 
in Ano. By Edward Jenks, M.D., LIJ..D., 
of Chicago, Illinois. Reprint from Vol. 8, 
Gynecological Transactions. 1883. 

Is the Extirpation of the Cancerous Uterus 
a Justifiable Operation? By A. Reeves Jack- 
son, A.M., M.D., Professor of Surgical Dis- 
eases of Women and Clinical Gynecology 
in the College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
Chicago. Reprint from Vol. 8, Gynecolog- 
ical Transactions. 1883. 


The Recent Advances of Sanitary Science. 
The Relations of Micro-organisins to Dis- 
ease.- Annual address delivered before the 
American Academy of Medicine, at New 
York, October 10, 1883. By Henry O. 
Marcy, A. M., M.D., President of the 
Academy, Member of the British Medical 
Association, etc. Philadelphia: 1883. 


Study of a Case of Multiple Sarcomata 
of the Skin. (Myeloma, Mycosis Fungoides, 
Mycosis Fongoide, Inflammatory Fungoid 
Neoplasm). By James Nevins Hyde, A.M., 
M.D. Professor of Skin and Venereal Dis- 
eases in Rush Medical College, Chicago. 
(Read at the Fourth Annual Meeting of the 
American Dermatological Association, New- 
port, R. I., 30th August, 1881.) Printed by 
Oliver Boyd, Edinburgh: 1884. 


The Alienist and Neurologist, a quarterly 
journal of Scientific, Clinical and Forensic 
Psychiatry and Neurology. On January 1, 
1884, this journal entered its fifth volume. 

With the issue of its first number it was 
evident to those who read aright, that an or- 
gan of destiny had come into the field of 
journalism. It was not long in reaching the 
position of commanding influence which it 
now holds in the literature of psychiatry, 
and while every western physician who is 
possessed with a due appreciation of home 
institutions now points with pride to the 
Alienist and Neurologist, he must in justice 
admit that the journal owes its success 
mainly to the untiring energy and profound 
scholarship of its accomplished editor in 
chief, Dr. C. H. Hughes, of St. Louis. 


‘ Kentucky Geological Survey and Bureau 
of Immigration. John R. Proctor, Director. 
Report of the Progress of the Survey from 
January, 1882, to January, 1884. By John 
R. Proctor. Frankfort, Ky: Printed at the 
Kentucky Yeoman Office. S. I. M. Major, 
Public Printer. 1884. 


This report, though brief, gives evidence 
of having been prepared with great care, 
and with the one purpose of awakening an 
interest in well-timed schemes for the de- 
velopment of our great natural resources. 
Immigration is encouraged heartily, and a 
strong argument based upon statistical facts 
is brought forward to show that the fear of 
over-population, through this measure, is 
groundless. No local patriot can fail to 
profit by a perusal of the pamphlet. 


Gunnison, Colorado’s Bonanza County. 
By John K. Hallowell, Geologist. Author's 
edition; price, 50 cents. Published by the 
Colorado Museum of Applied Geology and 
Mineralogy. C. J. Kelly, Printer, Gunni- 
son, Col. 1883. 

Any one desiring information relative to 
one of the most favored regions of the far 
West, where scenes of awe-inspiring gran- 
deur and ravishing beauty delight the eye 
of the tourist, while its mines of unfathom- 
able wealth fill the soul of the capitalist, will 
find pleasure and profit in the perusal of 
this book. 

The author is no dull statistician, but uses 
the scientific features of the region, which 
his trained eye was able to see, as the 
ground work of an able, fresh, and vivid 
piece of descriptive writing. There is 
something inexpressibly sublime in the vast 
wilderness of wealth and beauty which is 
here brought to view, and one can not 
contemplate it without a sense of prophetic 
rapture, as the vision of human progress 
made possible by the development of this 
and similar regions of the great Mountain 
States rises before the mind’s eye. 


Correspondence. 


UTERINE TUMORS AS A GAUSE OF 
POST-PARTUM HEMORRHAGE. 
Editors Louisville Medical News: 

There is one cause of post-partum hem- 
orrhage which seems not to have received 
from the profession the attention which its 
importance demands. I allude to the pres- 
ence of fibrous polypi. Recently I have 
made a point of introducing this subject 
when I have met physicians, and have been 
surprised to find that many of them claim 
never to have seen a case of the kind. 

Now, with no larger opportunity than a 
private practice has afforded, I. have had 
a number of such cases, and therefore I 
can hardly resist the conclusion that the 
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condition is often an unrecognized cause of 
post-partum hemorrhage. The cases in 
which fibroids are reported as a cause be- 
ing very small when compared with those 
which depend upon other causes, it is pos- 
sible that too many physicians take it for 
granted that the hemorrhage depends upon 
more common conditions, and therefore do 
not make the careful examination necessary 
to detect the growth in question in the 
comparatively few cases in which it does 
exist. Now, if it be true that such cases 
are often overlooked, it is perhaps a suf- 
ficient apology for the writing of this 
short article, and if in a single instance by 
calling attention to the subject it shall lead 
to the necessary examination and correct 
diagnosis, its purpose will be attained. 

Such cases necessarily terminate in one of 
the three folowing ways: (1) It may hap- 
pen, perhaps fortunately, that the hemor- 
rhage may cease or be arrested, while the 
tumor still remains, and the patient make a 
fair recovery so far as the parturition itself 
may be concerned; (2) And this is more 
probable, it may happen that, although 
much moderated, the hemorrhage may not 
entirely cease—but even if it does, soon a 
secondary hemorrhage with more or less 
sloughing and consequent putrescent dis- 
charges sets in, leading to anemia if not to 
septicemia; (3) The primary or immediate 
hemorrhage may terminate fatally, and per- 
haps, the uterus not having been explored, 
the real exciting cause, the tumor, may not 
be suspected or detected, and the hemor- 
rhage is attributed to the want of contrac- 
tions in the uterus adequate to the closing 
of the vessels upon the utero-piacental sur- 
face, which is certainly a common cause of 
post-partum hemorrhage. Now, what is 
the lesson of this suggestion, and how is it 
to be applied ? 

In all cases of post-partum hemorrhage 
we should bear in mind that it may be 
caused by certain sessile growths within 
the uterus or cavity, and after the expulsion 
of the fetus and extraction of the placenta 
with the membranes entire, if the hemor- 
rhage continue or if there should be un- 
usual pain, especially extreme pain in the 
back, or any other symptoms which may 
lead the physician to suspect the cause 
above named, the uterus should be thor- 
oughly explored, for if only a clot be dis- 
covered or if indeed the uterus be found 
empty, no harm could follow from the in- 
troduction of the hand. On the contrary, 
in the one case we would be enabled to 
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remove the clot promptly, and in the other 
to induce the desired contraction. If the 
cause suspected should be found, then the 
necessity of the exploration will have been 
demonstrated. Understanding the situa- 
tion, we may often manage the case suc- 
cessfully by completing the process which 
nature has already begun. By separating 
the tumor from the uterus and extracting it 
we may promptly arrest the primary hem- 
orrhage and prevent a recurrence of the 
bleeding ; and there is no better time than 
just after a normal labor, when the uterus is 
large and easily explored, to extract the 
tumor, even if such procedure be not neces- 
sary to arrest the hemorrhage. I may say 
that, so far as my experience goes, the tumor 
has, even where a large attachment had to 
be broken up, been readily taken away. 
By the exercise of a little skill this may be 
readily accomplished; perhaps with about 
the same facility as that by which an at- 
tached placenta may be detached and de- 
livered. 

After attending any case of labor it is a 
good rule to satisfy one’s self that the uterus 
is empty and well contracted before leaving 


the patient. R. H. Cutsertson, M.D. 
BRAZIL, IND., January 25, 1884. 


Obituary. 


The painful duty devolves upon the Med- 
ical Class of the University of Louisville, for 
1883-1884, to pay respect to the memory 
of Francis N. Bourland, of Illinois, who de- 
parted this life on the 18th of February, 
1884. 

Mr. Bourland had prepared himself by 
diligent and assiduous study for passing his 
examination for the degree of Doctor of 
Medicine, and upon the very threshold of 
his labors was stricken down by disease. 


Resolved, That we tender his family and friends 
in Illinois our sincere condolement in this, their 
great bereavement. 

Resolved, That we cherish for our late fellow 
student sentiments of esteem and respect, and will 
keep his virtues green in our memories. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be 
furnished his kindred in Illinois and a copy be 
sent to the Dean of the Faculty for publication. 


S. E. Smiru, 
Pres’t of the Class. 


S. S. WATKINs, 
Secretary. 
LouISVILLE, Feb. 19, 1884. 
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Selections. 


LACERATED PERINEUM.—A practical pa- 
per on this subject, by Dr. William A. 
Duncan (Lancet), closes with the following 
well-timed comments : 

From seeing a good deal of midwifery 
practice in the country, I know that good 
practitioners often either ignore altogether 
lacerations which, at the very least, extend 
half-way to the anus, or make so light of 
them that they consider it unnecessary to do 
any thing beyond ordering the nurse to keep 
the patient’s knees together for a few days; 
the explanation of this is, doubtless, in some 
cases, that the medical attendant thinks 
union will occur without sutures, but far 
more frequently from the fear that if he 
says there is a tear it may be attributed to 
neglect on his part; but surely nowadays 
most patients and nurses know that it is often 
unavoidable ; at all events, they find out 
whether there is a laceration or not, and also 
the desirability of having it cured 

From the many cases of prolapsus uteri, 
retroversion and retroflexion, endometritis 
and endocervicitis, leucorrhea, and ovarian 
disorders, with consequent ill-health, and 
too often chronic invalidism, that have come 
under my notice secondary to perineal lacer- 
ation, I feel somewhat strongly on this point, 
and consider that any medical man who neg- 
lects to suture a ruptured perineum which 
extends half-way to the anus (and, a fortior?, 
one that extends further still) fails in his 
duty toward his patient. If one class more 
than another requires every care being taken 
to retain a sound perineum, it certainly is 
that of the lower orders, simply because 
their laborious occupations very soon in- 
duce uterine troubles when the support of 
the perineum is wanting. Quite recently I 
operated on a patient who, since her last 
confinement four years ago, has suffered 
from backache, leucorrhea, “bearing-down 
pains,” and inability to undergo exertion. 
She had been treated at several hospitals 
without relief. As the perineum was lacer- 
ated in half its extent, I considered it the 
Sons et origo mali, and performed perineorra- 
phy, with the result that the woman ex- 
presses herself as “quite well, and feeling a 
new being altogether.” 

It is quite as essential for a medical man 
to carry to each midwifery case a perineum- 
needle with some wire or silk as it isto have 
a bottle of ergot. And how easy the op- 
eration is! I have performed it without an 


anesthetic, but as a rule it is better to give 
chloroform, and for this it is not necessary, 
although of course preferable, to have an- 
other practitioner’s help. The after-treat- 
ment is important. The vagina should be 
washed out night and morning with some 
disinfectant, the urine drawn off night and 
morning for about five days (or better still, 
a self-retaining india-rubber catheter left in 
for the same length of time). The bowels 
should be kept quiet for six days unless the 
patient’s general condition calls for an 
aperient, then, afer an oil enema has thor- 
oughly cleared out the rectum, the deep 
sutures can be removed. 


AUTOGENETIC DisEase.—The elucidation 
of the first steps in the process of a subtle 
disease still baffles the observation of the 
most astute clinical physician, and for many 
reasons, the bulk of which may be summed 
up in the ignorance of our knowledge of 
molecular physiology. Morbid action may 
go on to an alarming extent without any 
warning of its presence either to the indi- 
vidual affected or to the skilled investigation 
of the scientific physician. Could we but 
know the initial change in the molecular 
state of those tissues which are about to be- 
come cancerous, or could we pierce the 
mystery of those conditions antecedent to 
the production of universal fibroid arterial 
disease, we should, indeed, be in the pos- 
session of substantial knowledge. Mean- 
while we can but hope for this consumma- 
tion as the true basis for the establishment 
of some knowledge concerning dynamic 
disease. We have received a pamphlet by 
the distinguished German physician, Dr. 
Senator, which must be regarded as attempt- 
ing to throw some light on autogenetic dis- 
ease. He believes that acute and chronic 
dyscrasia—in other words, cachexia—may 
arise not only through the retention of nor- 
mal excretory products, but also through 
the absorption and dissemination of abnor- 
mal products manufactured in the body. 
The principal source of such autogenetic 
poisons resides in the morbid action of the 
digestive apparatus of the bladder and in 
severe anemic conditions. The effects of 
this dyscrasia are chiefly observed in the 
nervous system and inthe kidneys. Under 
the acute nervous affection, besides uremia, 
there is another group of symptoms which 
may be described, with Kussmaul, as “ dia- 
betic coma,” of which the causes, however, 
may be manifold. Kussmaul’s group of 
symptoms may be observed in other illnesses 
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than diabetes—for example, pernicious ane- 
mia. Moreover, the dyscrasia is not depend- 
ent on the appearance of the falsely so-called 
“acetone reaction’’ in the urine (red col- 
oration with ferric chloride). These con- 
clusions arrived at by Senator deserve the 
greatest attention. It would lead us too 
far to discuss them at all adequately. Our 
knowledge of the causes of the natural com- 
bination of symptoms met with in the coma 
of diabetes is still in too fluid a state to 
serve as the basis of further statements.— 
Lancet. 


SCARLATINA AND DIPHTHERIA.—There has 
of recent years been a growing belief that 
although typical cases of scarlatina and of 
diphtheria can not be mistaken one for the 
other, yet that there lies between these two 
extremes a group of cases exhibiting nearly 
every phase between well-marked diphthe- 
ria on the one hand and well-marked scar- 
latina on the other. (The Lancet.) Dr. 
Francis Bond has been one of the most 
prominent among observers who have con- 
tended that there exists between the two 
diseases a more or less intimate family rela- 
tionship as regards origin, pathology, and 
sanitary importance ; and in his last annual 
report on the Gloucestershire Combined 
Sanitary District he reverts to the subject in 
connection with an outbreak which consisted 
largely of this hybrid affection, the precise 
nature of which it was by no means easy to 
identify, and which attacked between forty 
and fifty children at Chaxhill, in the parish 
of Westbury-on-Severn. The cases in ques- 
tion were evidently much more nearly rela- 
ted to diphtheria than to scarlatina; none 
of the attacks appear to have exhibited an 
eruption ; redness of the throat, with, in 
some cases, a whitish spot or two, and at 
times a suspicious sort of membrane, formed 
the principal symptoms; death occurred 
very suddenly without apparent serious ill- 
ness, and the fatal cases were registered as 
croup, diphtheritic croup, and diphtheria. 
But it is admitted on all hands that the cases 
were by no means characteristic of genuine 
diphtheria. It appears that scarlatina was 
prevalent in the neighborhood, and that 
several cases of a precisely similar kind oc- 
curred about the same time on the opposite 
side of the Severn, where an ill-developed 
form of scarlatina, in which marked throat 
mischief was the main symptom, was very 
prevalent. The disease did not appear to 
have any special tendency to spread, it 
seemed rather to have simultaneously af- 


fected a large number of children who were 
probably exposed to the same morbific in- 
fluence. The nature of this influence was 
not detected; it was certainly not any ob- 
vious sanitary defect ; but the children had 
all been much exposed during a wet and 
cold season. The outbreak recorded is less 
obscure from the point of view ‘we have re- 
ferred to than many others have been, but 
it affords another instance which may be re- 
garded as favorable to the view that scarla- 
tina and diphtheria have a common origin, 
and that the development of symptoms re- 
sembling either one or other of the two 
diseases is probably due to certain local or 
personal influences which for the present 
are involved in obscurity. 


WooLen UNDERCLOTHING.—Among the 
many means by which we seek to guard our- 
selves from the effects of chill there is one 
which hardly; even now, receives sufficient 
attention—the use of woolen underclothing. 
(The Lancet.) The majority of persons of 
the male sex do, indeed, show their appre- 
ciation of its wholesome qualities ; but there 
remains a considerable moiety of these, and 
a far greater number of women and children, 
who prefer an undersuit of smooth but rela- 
tively meager linen. Yet the superior ad- 
vantages of wearing wool next to the skin are 
easily apparent on reflection. They do not 
depend merely on its greater warmth and 
closeness of application. It is further capa- 
ble, according to its texture and in virtue of 
its composition, of better adaptation in re- 
spect of temperature to the needs of various 
climates and the changes of seasons than any 
other dress material. Moreover, whether it 
be fine or rough, dense or light, woolen 
clothing, it is evident, exhibits a special 
faculty for absorbing and distributing mois- 
ture. It is this property especially which 
renders it the natural next covering of the 
constantly perspiring skin. If one be en- 
gaged, for example, in active exercise of 
limb, a linen fabric will absorb what pro- 
ducts of transudation it can till it is wet, 
but will leave much moisture unabsorbed 
upon the clammy surface, whereas a flannel, 
from its more spongy nature, will rest upon 
a skin which it has nearly dried, and be but 
damp itself. It is obvious, then, that in the 
event of an after-chill, and this occurs in 
summer as in winter, the body is, in the lat- 
ter case, most favorably disposed to resist it. 
Flannel is not less cleanly than linen, though 
it may appear less white; and if the wearer 
bathe daily, it is surprising how long it will 
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retain its purity. The disadvantage of skin 
irritation to which it sometimes gives rise is 
usually associated with coarseness of quality 
or freshness of manufacture, and is with 
nearly all who have experienced it a merely 
transient condition. Women, as well as 
men, we repeat, but above all children and 
the aged, who are alike particularly apt to 
take cold, should certainly adopt a woolen 
material for their customary undergarment. 
It is easily possible to adjust the texture to 
the season, so that it shall be warm enough 
in winter and not too warm in summer. 


PETECHIAL ERUPTION IN DIPHTHERIA.— 
Dr. Eugene Fraenkel (Monatshefte f. Prakt. 
Dermatologic) says: According to my own 
observations, petechie constitute by far the 
most frequent cutaneous manifestation of diph- 
theria. They make their appearance either 
shortly after the commencement of the com- 
plaint, or else at a later stage, sometimes only a 
Sew days before the death of the patient. The 
extravasated spots are of different sizes; 
quite often they are very small, hardly 
more than points, so as to be easily over- 
looked without close examination, which, 
perhaps, is the reason why they have so 
frequently escaped notice. Sometimes, how- 
ever, I have found scattered over the skin 
slightly prominent bluish-green spots as 
large as a half-dime, which might readily be 
mistaken for contusions caused by the pres- 
sure of the bed at particular points, were it 
not for their number and their presence on 
all parts of the body and extremities. I 
have never observed petechize on the con- 
junctiva of diphtheritic patients; but, in 
cases where they have existed on the gene- 
ral integument, post-mortem examinations 
have always disclosed similar appearances 
on the serous membranes, especially the 
pleura and pericardium, and on the mucous 
membrane of the pelvis of the kidneys, less 
frequently on that of the stomach. 

The number of these petechiz on the liv- 
ing subject is generally small, and I have 
never seen them in groups; they are uni- 
formly dispersed at a considerable distance 
from each other, in consequence of which 
the above-described bluish-green contused- 
like spots are less numerous than the more 
minute red ones. 

As to their mode of origin, the results of 
Oertel’s inoculations of rabbits with diph- 
theritic virus appear to confirm the opinion 
that these eruptions are due to the presence 
of bacteria—probably in the lymphatics of 
the skin—such objects having been fre- 
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quently detected in the extravasated organs 
—especially the kidneys-—of human sub- 
jects.—/Journal of Cutaneous and Venerea 
Diseases. 


RETAINED SECUNDINES AFTER LABOR.— 
Dr. John W. Brannan (Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal) says: The following out- 
line of treatment would seem to me judi- 
cious and as answering all the indications in 
a case of abortion in which the secundines 
are retained after the expulsion of the fe- 
tus: If the membranes are lying loose in 
the open cervix, they should be removed by 
the finger. If, however, they are still with- 
in the cavity of the uterus, no attempt should 
be made to remove them, whether the cer- 
vix be open or closed. Full doses of ergot 
should be given, and the vagina should be 
carefully tamponed. ‘The ergot and tam- 
pon will check whatever hemorrhage there 
may be, and will also serve to excite the 
uterus to contract, and thus effect the sepa- 
ration of the membranes. Two or three 
tampons may be used, each being left am 
situ about twelve hours. The vagina should 
be well washed with a two-and-a-half-per- 
cent solution of carbolic acid at each re- 
moval of the tampon. If the membranes 
still remain within the uterus, and there be 
no hemorrhage or evidence of blood-poison- 
ing, we may leave the case to nature, merely 
continuing the ergot and carbolized vag- 
inal injections for a few days. Besides en- 
joining the rest usual after all abortions, the 
physician should keep the patient under ob- 
servation for a few wecks, if possible. If 
at any time serious and repeated hemor- 
rhages should occur, or symptoms of septi- 
cemia should manifest themselves, these 
steps should be taken to empty the uterus 
atonce. If the cervix is patulous, bi-manual 
expression of the placental remains should 
be tried. If this fails, the fragments may 
sometimes be brought away by intra-uterine 
injections. Last of all, we may resort to 
the use of the finger or the curette and for- 
ceps. If the cervix is closed, it should be 
dilated with the tupelo tent or Sims’ dilators, 
and the uterine contents then removed as 
before. 


AN OVERDOSE OF CHLORAL.—By John P. 
Reynolds, M. D. (Boston Medical and Sur- 
gical Journal): To a young and healthy 
patient in third labor, with a good presenta- 
tion of the head, I gave, as I supposed, 
three times, at intervals of fifteen minutes, 
a dose containing fifteen grains of chloral. 
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I had no better motive for its administration 
than the hope of comforting the patient, 
who was making moderate complaint. I 
shortly discovered that in forty-five minutes 
Ihad given her a hundred grains, and for 
the hour and a half which ensued I watched 
her condition with no little uneasiness. 

She grew drowsy and heavy. The pro- 
gress of the labor gave her no farther con- 
cern. If addressed, she could be roused to 
make answer, but soon fell off again. The 


pains became slow and ineffective. The’ 


pulse was at between sixty and seventy, full 
and laboring. Her hands, held by her hus- 
band, looked almost black under his pres- 
sure. Fifteen minutes after the third dose 
of chloral I ruptured the membranes; and 
twenty-five minutes, later, not quite two 
hours from the first appearance of pain, a 
male child was slowly extruded into the 
world. The surface of the child was exces- 
sively pale, and from head to foot it was be- 
smeared with meconium. After very mod- 
erate efforts, however, it began to breathe 
and cry ; but it did not for several hours re- 
gain its natural color. The placenta was 
soon expelled, though without any portion 
of the membranes. One dram of fluid ex- 
tract of ergot was twice given, and a half 
ounce of brandy. An hour after the birth 
the mother was in fairly good condition, and 
both she and the child made a safe re- 
covery. 


A New METHOD FoR FINDING THE Ba- 
CILLUS TUBERCULOsIS.—Dr. Hartzell, in the 
Philadelphia Medical Times, gives the fol- 
lowing new method for discovering the ba- 
cillus: A small quantity.of sputum is spread 
as thinly and evenly as possible upon an or- 
dinary glass slide; it is allowed to dry, 
which takes but a minute or two, and is 
then passed slowly several times through the 
flame of an alcohol lamp or Bunsen burner. 
One or two drops of the fuchsin solution, 
recommended by Gradle—prepared as fol- 
lows, carbolic acid, fifteen minims; distilled 
water, one half fluid ounce; dissolve, and 
add saturated alcoholic solution of fuchsin, 
one half fluid dram—are placed upon the 
sputum thus prepared, and allowed to re- 
main from three to five minutes. The slide 
is now washed thoroughly with distilled 
water, to remove the excess of fuchsin, and 
the stained sputum completely decolorized 
by means of a saturated solution of oxalic 
acid. It is again thoroughly washed in dis- 
tilled water, after the decolorization, and al- 
lowed to dry; it is now ready to be mount- 


ed in glycerine or balsam for examination. 
With a power of five hundred or six hun- 
dred diameters the bacilli will appear as 
brilliant red rods, no staining of the back- 
ground being necessary. 

One chief advantage claimed over other 
methods is that in the latter the decolorizing 
agent employed is dilute nitrie acid; but 
this, besides being disagreeable to handle 
because of its corrosive and staining pro- 
perties, is apt to remove the color from the 
bacilli too unless great care is taken. Ox- 
alic acid, however, seems to leave the dye 
untouched in them. 


PROPOSITIONS ‘CONCERNING LEPROSY. — 
The following are the ten propositions sub- 
mitted as a result of the combined investi- 


_ gations of Drs. Fox and Graham: (1) Lep- 


rosy is a constitutional disease, and in cer- 
tain cases appears to be hereditary. (2) It 
is, undoubtedly, contagious by inoculation. 
(3) There is no reason for believing that it 
is transmitted in any other way. (4) Under 
certain conditions a person may have lep- 
rdsy, and run no risk of transmitting the 
disease to others of the same household or 
community. (5) It is not so liable to be 
transmitted to others as is syphilis in its ear- 
lier stages. There is no relation between 
the two diseases. (6) Leprosy is usually a 
fatal disease, its average duration being 
from ten to fifteen years. (7) In rare in- 
stances, there is a tendency to recover after 
the disease has existed for many years. (8) 
There is no valid ground for pronouncing 
the disease incurable. (9) Judicious treat- 
ment usually improves the condition of the 
patient, and often causes a disappearance of 
the symptoms. (10) There is ground for 
the hope that an improved method of treat- 
ment will in time effect the cure of leprosy, 
or, at least, that it will arrest and control 
the disease. —Zrans. American Dermatologi- 
cal Association, 1883; Journal of Cutaneous 
and Venereal Diseases. 


ForENSIC RELATIONS OF KaTATONIA.— 
Dr. J. G. Kiernan, in Detroit Lancet: From 
the irregularity of the symptoms, which set 
at defiance the dicta of the forensic psychol- 
ogist, it would seem as if the disease could 
easily be feigned. Apart, however, from 
the improbability of a criminal being so 
keen an observer as to attempt feigning 
so complicated an affection, one symptom 
could scarcely be feigned with even the 
slightest probability of success, namely, 
the cataleptoid condition. The failure in 
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the simulation of this symptom, with a 
close examination of his antecedent his- 
tory, would soon detect any attempt of 
this kind. The crimes that a katatoniac 
would be likely to commit are murder, 
arson, and rape; the murder in obedience 
to a hallucination, the arson for a similar 
cause, while the rape would be an expres- 
sion of his excited erotic condition. 

If these crimes, however, were commit- 
ted during a remission, the patient should 
be held responsible, as he would, for the 
time being, be capable of acting logically 
on any conclusion arrived at in a logical 
manner. An instance where katatonia has 
been brought under cognizance of law, oc- 
curred in a fanatical religious organization 
in Germany. Two ministers of this organ- 


ization believed they had received, during, 


a cataleptoid condition, a command from 
God to kill a certain man and raise him 
from the dead. The former they succeeded 
in doing, but in the latter they failed. In 
this case, which illustrates the circumstances 
under which crime might be committed by 
a katatoniac, the accused were declared 
irresponsible. Any person, however, who 


has been acquitted on these grounds should 
be immediately sequestered: for the safety 
of the public. 


OVARIES AND FALLOPIAN TUBES REMOVED 
FOR THE RELIEF OF BLINDNEss.—The inti- 
mate connection between affections of the 
eye and the generative organs in women, 
though on several occasions of late years 
insisted upon by ophthalmic surgeons, has 
never hitherto been demonstrated in so con- 
clusive a manner as it has been by Mr. 
Priestley Smith, in the Ophthalmic. Review. 
(Medical Times and Gazette). To remove 
both ovaries and fallopian tubes from a 
young married woman is not an operation 
that should be lightly undertaken, and when 
it is announced that the operation was per- 
formed with a view to prevent the patient 
from going blind, there are not a few, prob- 
ably, who would be ready to denounce such 
a measure as unjustifiable. Yet such is the 
proceeding described by Mr. Priestley Smith, 
carried out with entire success up to the 
time of reporting the case. The facts of 
the case very briefly were, that the patient, a 
young married woman, aged twenty-four, had 
suddenly and completely lost the sight of the 
left eye after fainting seizure dependent upon 
or associated with some uterine or ovarian 
disorder. On subsequent occasions the right 
eye was several times rendered temporarily 


‘ ting in the pelvic viscera. 
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blind after similar attacks, after which the 
field of vision became permanently and con. 
siderably contracted; in the left eye the 
disk was somewhat white and the arteries 
much shrunken and mostly empty. The 
diagnosis of chronic ovaritis was made, and 
both. ovaries and fallopian tubes were re. 
moved and found to be in such a condition 
as to fully justify their removal. It should 
be mentioned that all, or nearly all, the faint. 
ing attacks were traceable to pain origina. 
After the opera- 
tion the patient’s progress was remarkably 
satisfactory; she ceased to suffer from faint} 
ing attacks, and the field of vision with the 
right eye again became entire. Mr. Priest- 
ley Smith puts the sequence of events as 
follows: Reflex disturbance of the circula- 
tion in the brain and retina through cardiac 
inhibition, great reduction and slowing of 
the blood stream in the retinal artery and 
thrombosis, to which the anemia and weak- 
ness of the heart would predispose, and he 
enters into a very interesting discussion as 
to whether the affection was due to throm- 
bosis or embolism, pointing out very clearly 
the diagnostic points of difference in each 
condition, and giving what seem to us to be 
very good reasons for believing that in this 
case there had been thrombosis rather than 
embolism. 


PULMONARY SyPHILis.—Prof. de Renzi 
(Naples) has an extended article on this 
subject in the Revista Clinica e Terapeutica, 
a translation of which is given in Za France 
Médicale. He declares: 

1. Syphilis of the lung may be hereditary 
or acquired. The-last, which I have ob- 
served the most frequently, is not so rare as 
might be supposed. In a number of cases 
a diagnosis of phthisis pulmonalis has been 
made. 

2. The development is favored by debil- 
ity, acute catarrh of the respiratory passages, 
larynx, trachea or bronchi, and chronic 
catarrh of the same organs. These catarrhs 
may cause the pulmonary localization even 
in an apparently robust condition. 

3. There are no special and characteristic 
phenomena. All the symptomatic and pro- 
gressive peculiarities found in syphilis are 
also to be found in the pulmonary tubercu- 
losis. 

4. To distinguish between these two dis- 
eases we have the following symptoms: (a) 
Absence of the tubercular bacilli in the 
sputa. (4) Efficacy of. the anti-syphilitic 
treatment, which produces a rapid relief, and ° 
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even a cure, where syphilis is the cause. In 
the cases of failure of treatment the diag- 
nosis is uncertain. This criterion remains 
doubtful with the iodine treatment, but with 
mercury a positive effect is rapidly pro- 
duced. (c) The existence of other syphi- 
litic lesions, and particularly syphilitic ulcer- 
ations of the larynx. (d) Syphilitic antece- 
dents, dating from a remote period of five 
years or longer. 

The last two arguments are less decisive 
than the first two, for a syphilitic is exposed 
to attacks of pulmonary tuberculosis. 

5. Iodine and iodide of potassium act 
against pulmonary syphilis. Iodine may be 
given without fear in doubtful cases, for ex- 
periments made upon animals and clinical 
observations demonstrate that it retards, and 
up to a certain point, prevents the develop- 
ment of tuberculosis. But mercury is more 
efficacious and deserves the preference.— 
Journal American Medical Association. 


DuQuESNEL’s ACONITIA IN FaciaL NEv- 
RALGIA.—Dr. M. Landesberg, in the Medical 
Bulletin, says: Duquesnel’s aconitia is one 
of the most powerful remedies, and one of 
the most energetic poisons, and great cau- 
tion has to be used in its administration. 
We have to individualize each case; the 
experiences obtained in one instance are not 
reliable in the other. The safest course to 
pursue in all instances is to give the remedy 
in divided doses at stated intervals, begin- 
ning with doses of ;45 of a grain, and 
gradually increasing to y}y Or gy of a grain 
three times a day. The susceptibility of 
patients is extremely variable. Some bear 
the largest dose without any disagreeable 
after effect, while in others toxical symptoms 
are manifested by the smallest dose. In 
view of these facts, we have to watch care- 
fully the patients from the very beginning 
of the treatment, and suspend the medicine 
for a day or two when the patient complains 
of the slightest sensation of numbness in his 
limbs or of tingling in the tongue. If we 
proceed in this way, no injurious conse- 
quences or fatal coincidences are to be 
apprehended, and the remedy may be con- 
tinued for a longer time without any fear 
of its becoming accumulated in the system. 
In debilitated and nervous patients it is 
advisable to begin with s4, of a grain pro 
dost, and to continue with the same dose for 
afew days. Ifthe condition of the patient 
warrants higher doses, we may gradually 
increase the amount until the maxmimum 
(x45 or py Of a grain) has been reached. 


Boits.—Dr. John Aulde, following the 
suggestions of Dr. Sidney Ringer, has met 
with most satisfactory results by adopting 
the following plan. The diet is to be regu- 
lated, and, if constipation exists, a teaspoon- 
ful of magnesia sulph. in a glass of cold 
water should be taken every morning before 
breakfast. 

RK. Calcii sulphidi, 
Sacch. lactis, 
Misce bene et div. in chart., No. xxx. 

Sig. Five powders daily at intervals, between 
meals. 

By this method, beginning boils will be 
aborted, and those far enough advanced to 
threaten a siege of several weeks and suc- 


.cessive crops will soften and heal in such 


short time that the patient will be surprised 
at the result. When they can be obtained, 
granules containing one tenth grain are to 
be preferred to the powders. The urine 
should be examined for sugar, as boils and 
diabetes often go together.—Med. Bulletin. 


AGaRIC IN NIGHT-SWEATING IN PHTHISIS. 
In the Wiener Med. Woch. Dr. Otto Seif- 
ert, after repeated trials, speaks highly of 
the efficacy of agaric in the night sweats of 
phthisis, as recommended by Dr. Young. 
He employs the active principle of agaricus 
albus, as prepared by Merck, of Darmstadt, 
in pills of a minimum dose of five milli- 
grams, (about one thirteenth of a grain), 
which may, if necessary, be increased to a 
maximum of two centigrams (about one 
fourth of a grain). Comparative trials con- 
vinced him that the agaricin is most effica- 
cious when administered as soon as the 
sweating commenced, instead of some hours 
before. The remedy may also be given as 
a subcutaneous injection with the same 
effects, but the burning pain it causes in- 
duces patients to refuse to submit to its rep- 
etition.— Medical Times and Gazette. 


A case of glioma of the pons, paralysis 
of right sixth and seventh nerves, and hem- 
iplegia, is reported by Dr. Henry Ashby as 
occuring in a patient under his care at the 
Manchester Hospital for Sick Children. 
(Medical Times and Gazette.) From the first 
but little difficulty existed in localizing the 
tumor. Paralysis of the sixth and seventh 
of the right side, with a left hemi-paresis, 
pointed plainly to a tumor involving the 
lower border of the right side of the pons. 
This diagnosis was still further strengthened 
as the paralysis of the left arm and leg in- 
creased, and the vomiting, pointing to inter- 
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ference with the vagus, became continuous. 
Gliomata are comparatively rare during 
childhood, tubercular masses being infinitely 
more common. 


PRODUCTION OF ANESTHESIA.—As the re- 
sult of his researches on man and animals, 
M. Paul Bert has announced, at a recent 
meeting of the Académie des Sciences, that 
an atmosphere made by the admixture of 
eight grams of chloroform with a hun- 
dred liters of air is the most convenient for 
inhalation with a view to the production of 
anesthesia. Thus diluted, its administration 
is said to be not disagreeable, and to be un- 
attended with struggling and suffocative 
sensations. Complete insensibility is pro-, 
duced in six to eight minutes, and opera- 
tions may be performed about the face with- 
out continuing the administration, so that 
the anesthesia does not rapidly disappear. 
The Lancet. 


THE Edinburgh Medical Journal recom- 
mends for the ordinary eczema of the head 
in children, after two or three thorough 
cleansings, the daily application of the fol- 
lowing: 

kK Acid salicylic, . 

Tinct. benz., . 
Vaselini, 
M. ft. nug. 


o gr. X5 
. RX ¢ 


-5}- 


On other parts where a soft, easily melt- 
ing salve such as this is not suitable, or 
where a firm dressing or a drying effect is 
desired, the following paste should be rub- 
bed on: 

B Acid salicylic, . 
Vaselini, . ey 
Zinci oxidi, amyli,_ . 

M. leniter terens, fiat pasta. 


< St. SIR; 
; «ans 
. AA Zss. 


OpiuM-SMOKING Dens or Bompay.—From 
an entertaining communication on this sub- 
ject, by J. C. Lucas, F.R.C.S. Ed. (London 
Lancet), we extract the following: The at- 
mosphere of these apartments, which in the 
majority of instances I found to be over- 
crowded, was extremely foul, and, in addi- 
tion to the ordinary impurities, contained 
the volatile constitutent parts of opium. 
Some of the smokers described their sensa- 
tions, but concerning which there was noth- 
ing worthy of mention. Ina few of these 
haunts I saw women (opium-smokers) who 
lay alongside of the men in a state of nar- 
cotism. In two other places I saw a num- 
ber of women loitering about outside, and 
I was told by a European policeman who 
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kindly accompanied me, that they were 
prostitutes waiting there ‘‘ to pick up men.” 
It would appear from this that opium pro. 
duces an aphrodisiac action ; and it is some- 
what remarkable in connection with this 
point that in the neighboring liquor-shops 
no women were seen to gather for the 
same purpose. But the majority of these 
opium-smokers, I learned, were bad char- 
acters, known to the police. Some have 
only one pipe, after which they doze off, 
and remain in this state of stupor for from 
about a quarter of an hour to an hour or 
two, when they wake up and go away. 
Others have a second and third pipe, and 
others, again, indulge several times, and 
pass a good part of the night in the pleas- 
ures of opium-smoking. As a rule, after 
the first entry and the first pipe or two 
conversation almost ceases, but occasional 
groans are heard, and heavy, and even what 
simulated stertorous, breathing. In some 
of the places inspected by me a mixture of 
opium and Indian hemp was smoked. I 
was much struck with the expression of 
face of these opium-smokers, as being very 
degrading and dissolute specimens of hu- 
manity, and as a rule they seem to be ill- 
nourished and starved in appearance. 

Before bringing this imperfect sketch to a 
close, I desire to invite the attention of the 
Health Department to the necessity of seeing 
to the compulsory provision of proper venti- 
lation in these licensed places of public re- 
sort, as well as the lime-washing of the wall, 
etc., at certain regular intervals, in order 
that the ‘‘ fascinating powers of opium,” as 
De Quincey has styled them, may not be 
accompanied by toxemic results, and also 
to lessen the risks of imbibing the virus of 
cholera or other contagious diseases when 
present. 


ANTISEPTIC PomMapE.—Dr. Lucas Cham- 
pionniére (Union Med., Jan. 1878) recom- 
mends the following formula: Powdered 
boracic acid six parts, vaseline thirty parts. 
The acid is to be incorporated, after it has 
been passed through a sieve, with the vase- 
line, and without dissolving it in alcohol or 
glycerine, which renders the pomade irrita- 
ting. If it is wished to scent it, half a part 
of balsam of Peru may be added. ‘This 
pomade will keep for an indefinite length of 
time. It may be spread on linen or salicy- 
lated wadding, and is employed with success 
in fetid eczema, fetid transpiration of the 
feet, and in the intertrigo and erythema of 
new-born infants. —Medical Times. 





